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1

Youth

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#533B

27:45 13:04 L PA/O 1/01/2009

1/02/2009

1/03/2009

1/04/2009

3/30/2009

3/31/2009

2:30 DNA

12:00 PM

2:30 DNA

2:30 AM

10:30 AM

DNA

Our Host, Genet Chenier, is speaking with Valerie A. Beckham - Wellsprings, Inc. Valerie tells us: “What we are
seeing now in regards to our youth is poor performance in school with bad grades and discipline problems, which
points to low self-esteem. Often there are problems at home, not enough parental involvement or supervision.
Some parents are even involved in substance abuse or criminal activities which will have a negative influence on the
children. Parents must make good decisions and live a disciplined life because they are a role model to their
children. When students are considered to be at risk at school, there are mentoring programs and other activities to
get additional support. Professional help is very important when it is available in regards to the schools.
Wellsprings provides housing and services to women and their children who are facing crisis situations. One of the
things that we do focus on more now is the children to get in mentoring programs or group counseling to help
develop them.”

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#568A

27:45 12:03 L PA/O 1/12/2009

1/13/2009

1/15/2009

1/16/2009

1/17/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host, Jeanette Allen, is interviewing Karen Franklin & Fred Galloway – World Youth Foundation. Karen tells us:
“Leadership is so crucial. We believe it is when our youth are able to walk and talk and empower others. We
believe they should be able to apply, execute, and demonstrate what they have been taught at home and at their
church. When a child chooses to be a follower of negative influences, they can bring forth havoc into their lives with
long-term consequences. We find that youth who follow negative leadership is because they want to be heard and
affirmed. In our foundation, we are volunteers in the community (parents) who come together to bring free
leadership development each month. We offer sessions such as: ‘Who Am I?’ and ‘What About Me?’ We teach
them tangibles; and we give them resources to help them be their benchmark for tomorrow.” Fred Galloway says:
“Every generation has had to deal with different phases of the youth; but some of the phases will cause you to be
looked over for a job because they see you before they get to know you. This organization has helped me to get a
new attitude about life that will help me to excel.”
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Youth

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#569B

27:45 13:15 L PA/O 1/26/2009

1/27/2009

1/29/2009

1/30/2009

1/31/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen is talking with Flora Allen - MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving). Flora states: “It is estimated
that nationally there are over 6,000 youth (15-20 year olds) killed yearly in accidents related to alcohol. In 2005
there were 2,035 youth killed in crashes in cars related to alcohol. It is going to take every part of our
communities to ban together to help stop underage drinking. We, as adults, must be responsible, as well as store
owners and vendors. It is reported that 65% of underage drinkers get their alcohol from parents. A study also
shows that a child in a household that does not drink is less likely to drink than a child in a household that does
drink. Our brain does not completely develop until age 21. So, an underage youth abusing alcohol will have
impaired judgment. In November ’06, MADD announced a national campaign to eliminate drunk driving. Part of
that campaign is focused on underage drunk driving. We would like to see this drop 25% by 2009. We also
started a brand new initiative program called “Take The Wheel”. We are also doing some other things to get the
city involved in helping to eliminate underage drunk driving. We are collaborating with different organizations and
school districts to get the word out.”

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#567A

27:45 13:00 L PA/O 2/09/2009

2/10/2009

2/12/2009

2/13/2009

2/14/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen hosted J. Nicole Rogers, Founder of the Project Kidnap Prevention Project. Ms. Rogers pointed out
that children are attracted to various electronic entertainment venues, such as music and I-pods; and predators
use these as lures to gain their interest. Sometimes they become victims when they are registering for such items
as prizes when they go to a fraudulent website. One out of five children are approached by a predator and are in
danger of setting up a meeting with a predator over the internet. They identify fraud, seduction, exposure to
pornography and cyber-bullying are some of the areas in which children are victimized through the internet. Ms.
Rogers encourages all parents to maintain a complete identity kit on their child in case of their disappearance and
to be certain their children’s computer use is under their supervision.
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Youth

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#571A

27:45 13:00 L PA/O 2/16/2009

2/17/2009

2/19/2009

2/20/2009

2/21/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Our Host, Jeanette Allen, reminded the audience that the focus of this segment is about sexual abstinence. Mr.
Goss pointed out that, at its’ core, abstinence is about making good decisions. He noted that Texas is rated as
number two of the states with the most unwed teen pregnancies. He talked about dealing with youth who want to
be abstinent from sexual activity. Studies show that education regarding making good decisions for both boys and
girls offers the most help in being abstinent. Both our host and guest emphasized that it’s important to understand
the benefits of avoiding sexual intimacy before marriage.

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#572B

27:45 12:25 L PA/O 2/23/2009

3/2/2009

3/3/2009

3/5/2009

3/6/2009

3/7/2009

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host, Jeanette Allen, is interviewing Valerie Beckham who discussed that often when disciplining children it is
necessary to do more than correct children verbally. There should be effective consequences to unwanted
behavior. Additionally it was emphasized that quality parenting time needs to be given to children every day. Ms.
Beckham said that it’s also important to listen to your children and nurture them by accepting them and working
with them. Wellsprings provides transitional housing for women who have come from negative family situations.
The women who use their services are given help in learning new coping skills; and Wellsprings helps these
women to develop themselves in positive ways.
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Minority Issues

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#533A

27:45 12:53 L PA/O 1/01/2009

1/02/2009

1/03/2009

1/04/2009

3/30/2009

3/31/2009

2:30 DNA

12:00 PM

2:30 DNA

2:30 AM

10:30 AM

DNA

Genet Chenier, Host, will be interviewing Sylvia Halfhill - U. S. Citizenship & Immigration Services. Sylvia stated:
“Houston is a state with a lot of industries; and that attracts a lot of foreign workers. The universities also attract
foreign students. Permanent residency is a vehicle to get lawful permanent residents to remain in the United
States. For those who are eligible for it, they must have someone to petition for them. It could be your employer,
a U. S. citizen spouse, or a spouse who has lawful permanent residency only. Most people who come here start
with a desire to remain here to get to know our country; and permanent residence is the first step. The most
common process is the U. S. citizen spouse who desires that their spouse remain here and become a family. The
U. S. citizen spouse will file a Form I-130 Visa Petition; and the applicant then has to file a Form I-485 For
Permanent Residency and other legal documents including medical forms. We file the applications at our Chicago
Lock Box; and then a notice comes down which will ask the applicant to go and get finger-printed at our Support
Centers. We will then schedule an interview at our central location to see if the applicant is eligible for the benefit
that they seek.”

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#568B

27:45 12:01 L PA/O 1/12/2009

1/13/2009

1/15/2009

1/16/2009

1/17/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host, Jeanette Allen, is in conversation with Craig Kyle Hemphill – The Golden Rule Legal Foundation. Craig conveys
to us: “Immigration is individuals who deserve the same amount of dignity as others who are United States citizens.
They come here from different countries. Immigration was designed to determine how many people we allow into
the U. S. from different countries; and because they don’t understand our laws, they become undocumented. Most
people are coming to this country because some have family here, or they believe life will be better for them here.
Once here, some will not seek medical help for themselves or their children because they are afraid of being sent
back to their country. Our foundation is willing to talk to undocumented individuals to assist them in whatever way
that we can, and even contact other agencies that may be able to help. We believe that in the new administration
coming in, there will be some form of amnesty, meaning if individuals have been here 10 – 15 years undocumented
and are making a contribution to our society, they will be allowed to apply for documentation without being
deported.”
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Minority Issues

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#575B

27:45 11:10 L PA/O 3/16/2009

3/17/2009

3/19/2009

3/20/2009

3/21/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

This segment of “Joy”, hosted by Jeanette Allen, covers the issue of minorities, and focuses on the topic of
reaching uninsured children. Our guest is Kelli King Jackson of the Children’s Defense Fund of Texas. Ms. Jackson
estimates that 25 percent of the children in Harris County have no health insurance, and that Texas leads the
nation in uninsured children. It can be quite expensive to pay for insurance; and many employed parents can’t
afford to pay for insurance for their children. The State offers children’s insurance if their family income is less
than $44,000.00 a year for a family of four or more. The children can be up to 18 years old to quality for State
health insurance. There are no barriers to receiving coverage due to pre-existing conditions. The coverage is fully
comprehensive, including vision and dental. The Children’s Defense Fund of Texas offers assistance for State
insurance coverage for their children.

Crime

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#535A

27:45 12:59 L PA/O 1/05/2009

1/06/2009

1/08/2009

1/09/2009

1/10/2009

1/29/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

DNA

3:00 AM

DNA

Our Host is Jeanette Allen today. She welcomes our guest, Katherine Cabaniss - Crimestoppers of Houston.
Katherine begins by saying: “Crime is everywhere; however, it is higher in some communities. Crime can touch you
personally, at the store, at home, or even on the internet. There are several crime prevention tips that we should
all be aware of:
1) Educate yourselves, whether going online to get information, or read books that will give you crime details about
your community and city so that you will know what to look out for;
2) Be aware; keep your eyes and ears open to things around you; and
3) Public awareness about the things we can do to make ourselves and our children safer in our communities.
Crimestoppers is an organization whose mission is to reduce and prevent crime in partnership with the citizens. We
ask them to go our website or watch the media to help us look for and locate the felon in our neighborhood so that
we can arrest them. We even have a reward for those who call our Tips Line and give the location of a felon. Our
Tips Line is anonymous; and no one will ever know who turned in a felon. We give up to $5,000.00 per felon. We
handed out ½ million dollars in cash rewards in 2007. Crimestoppers is working to make sure the citizens know
who we are looking for; and the citizens have a Tips Line to call in on.”
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Crime

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#535B

27:45 13:15 L PA/O 1/05/2009

1/06/2009

1/08/2009

1/09/2009

1/10/2009

1/29/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

DNA

3:00 AM

DNA

Jeanette Allen is Hosting this program. She interviews J. Nicole Rogers - Project Kidnap Prevention Inc. Nicole
stated: “Internet crime against youth means that victimization takes place via the internet. Predators find it so
easy to victimize our youth because they are so vulnerable, curious, and do not make good witnesses in court.
Predators can enter chat rooms and send emails anonymously; but if they talk a child into pornography or to have
a sexual relationship with them, it then becomes a crime because a child cannot give an adult permission to do
these things. Internet usage by youth has risen 1,000 percent in the last decade. Eighty percent of our homes
have computers now; and our schools also have them. So, it is hard to escape them. We, as parents, should
educate ourselves on how to use the computer so that we can monitor the usage of the computer in our home.
Parents should also look for warning signs with their children. If they become withdrawn; begin to spend a lot of
time on the computer; or if your child begins to receive gifts from persons unknown, there is a chance that they
are communicating with a predator. Project Kidnap Prevention teaches parents and children how to be safe on the
internet. We conduct workshops at schools, churches, and wherever there is a need to teach Internet Safety so
that children will not be victimized

Crime

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#567B

27:45 12:30 L PA/O 2/09/2009

2/10/2009

2/12/2009

2/13/2009

2/14/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Reverend Oluchi Arowosafe defined Domestic Violence as violence between spouses and family violence, which can
be physical or verbal abuse between any family members. She pointed out to the Host, Mrs. Allen, that the victim is
responsible for getting clear of the abusive situation. The victim often blames themselves for being the target of the
violence. The person being abused must plan on an escape route if they should need it. Reverend Oluchi’s
organization, Rapha Ministries, offers counseling, prayer, and support to victims of family and domestic violence.
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Crime

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#574A

27:45 12:00 L PA/O 3/9/2009

3/10/2009

3/12/2009

3/13/2009

3/14/2009

10:30 A.M

2:30 A.M

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host, Genet Chenier, introduces the topic of I. D. Theft and talks about how this happened to her personally. Ms.
Napoliello of the Better Business Bureau discusses various methods that criminals use to commit I. D. theft. They
include going through your trash; stealing your mail; or if you go onto a website and it is not secured by an icon
with a lock symbol and an “s” after http – to identify it as a secure site – they can take your personal information
and use it illegally. She suggested that you shred all your documents; put your outgoing/incoming mail in a locked
bin; and make sure you only do business on a secured website. The cost of I. D. theft is 48 billion dollars in the U.
S. annually. You can monitor your credit records carefully to try to prevent I. D. theft and report any irregularities
immediately.

Education

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#529A

27:45 12:00 L PA/O 1/19/2009

1/20/2009

1/22/2009

1/23/2009

1/24/2009

10:30 A.M

2:30 A.M

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host Genet Chenier covered the drop-out problem in Houston area schools with Dr. Abe Saavedra, H.I.S.D.
Superintendent. Dr. Saavedra says that even though there has recently been an improvement in the drop-out
problem, it is still very serious. They now actually go door-to-door and have brought in an additional 2,300 students
who went back to school after dropping out. Dr. Saavedra explained that, if possible, it would be best to get a high
school diploma rather than just getting a GED. The Superintendent said that one of the problems students have in
returning to school is that they’ve fallen behind in their grade level. H.I.S.D. is now developing programs to offer
tutoring to help the students in reaching their proper grade level.
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Education

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#476A

27:45 12:15 L PA/O 2/2/2009

2/3/2009

2/5/2009

2/6/2009

2/7/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen talks with Rob Blain, Professor of English with Houston Community College.

Those who teach creative writing teach that there is no such thing as writer’s blocks. It’s just a fear of will I be able
to say correctly. You start by getting the words down and then begin to say it better. Professional people of all
walks of life come to learn how to write well because of what is expected of them in their profession. Writing is a
precious skill because one must know who to communicate on paper, and do it so others will understand it. The
way to get better at writing is to keep writing. We are able to help those that already have writing skills develop it
even further. It is never too late to improve your writing skills, which could possibly increase your grades or a
chance for new ventures.

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#476B

27:45 13:20 L PA/O 2/2/2009

2/3/2009

2/5/2009

2/6/2009

2/7/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host Jeanette Allen talks with Diana Morales, Chief of Outreach Services with the Houston Public Library.

The Library has a lot of different programs that stimulate learning how to read. Reading is very important in the
everyday world. The need to read labels, instructions; operating a computer or directions would be impossible to
do without the skill of reading. Reading opens new worlds. It stimulates the imagination. It can also be a
recreation. National studies show that children that read study better; learn better; have better vocabularies; and
retain more information. We provide activities and material such as cd’s, videos, magazines, etc. For example, it is
never too early to start reading to children. We have programs for toddlers, pre-schoolers, and even for beginning
moms before their babies are born to help them to learn how to begin reading to their children. We also have
programs for adults. One of the biggest programs, and the one most adults are interested in, is computers. These
programs help with everyday life and work. Teens are less responsive to reading. So we have special virtual
workshop programs to help peak their interest in reading and the Library.
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Education

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#575A

27:45 13:00 L PA/O 3/16/2009

3/17/2009

3/19/2009

3/20/2009

3/21/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen hosts “Joy In Our Town’s” segment on the issue of education with guest Scott Van Beck, a
representative of a program at “Houston A + Challenge”, who discusses the concept of “Reasoning Minds”. As an
educator, Mr. Van Beck brings out the idea that children have trouble learning subjects like algebra because many
underprivileged kids don’t have access to equipment like computers. Algebra has to be understood in order to go
on to higher education levels. The methods of problem-solving you discover by learning algebra also serve you in
making good decisions as an adult. Reasoning Minds offers after-school classes with computers and special tutoring
to children in small groups as early as the third grade. This gives them an advantage they otherwise wouldn’t have.

Family

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#569A

27:45 13:14 L PA/O 1/26/2009

1/27/2009

1/29/2009

1/30/2009

1/31/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Host Genet Chenier discussed the issue of family with Reverend Leslie Smith II, CEO & Founder of Families Under
Urban and Social Attack. Genet compared how she came from a different generation – one that had parents who
would not allow kids to be undisciplined. Reverend Smith pointed out that modern parents try to buy things for
children rather than spend time with them. Rev. Smith’s organization offers educational programs for both parents
and children. They offer educational programs for both parents and children. The offer educational and health
insurance assistance for families in thirteen counties. Rev. Smith stressed that children always learn by example;
and it is the parent’s responsibility to immediately change any of their own behavior that they do not want to see
their children emulate.
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Family

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#572A

27:45 11:35 L PA/O 2/23/2009

3/2/2009

3/3/2009

3/5/2009

3/6/2009

3/7/2009

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Mrs. Allen noted that the abuse from domestic violence affects the entire family. Thecia Jenkins, from The Bridge,
went over some signs to look out for in abusive families are children who often cry; have developmental problems
and mimic the aggressive behavior of the parents. It was brought out that more than just physical abuse, often
the abuse is verbal or emotional victimization. The first step to get out of an abusive situation is to be truthful

about what is occurring. The Bridge can offer emergency shelter and medical attention for families.

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#576A

27:45 13:00 L PA/O 3/23/2009

3/24/2009

3/25/2009

3/27/2009

3/28/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen hosts two guests from the Emergency Aid Coalition, Jean West Evans, the Executive Director and
Theresa Jackson, Outreach Coordinator for the project. The issue to be covered is the family. The emphasis of
this segment is to share the plight of low income families. For a family of four, the amount of income needed is for
the parents to have at least three minimum-wage jobs to maintain support for themselves financially. If they are a
single parent or have more than two children, their financial difficulties are enhanced. Sometimes difficult choices,
like whether to pay the rent or feed their family, have to be made. About half a million people in Harris County
need resources they cannot provide for themselves. Emergency Aid Coalition offers clothing, food, and school
supplies to supplement a family’s immediate needs and additional education services for their recipients.
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Family

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#576B

27:45 13:20 L PA/O 3/23/2009

3/24/2009

3/25/2009

3/27/2009

3/28/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Jeanette Allen, Host, covers the issue of family with Sylvia Boling, Founder and C.E.O. of Aldine Y.O.U.T.H. Inc. in
this segment. Ms. Bolling said her concern is that there is disharmony and brokenness in many families. She notes
that fifty percent of marriages end in divorce. Due to several reasons, there are instances of families with either a
single parent and/or an absent parent who must leave their children alone in order to earn a living. With
determination and help from others, people can bring themselves out of difficult situations to a more positive place.
Assistance to families to re-educate them in becoming better communicators through educational, vocational, and
spiritual aid is offered by Aldine Y.O.U.T.H Inc.

Economy

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#529B

27:45 14:14 L PA/O 1/19/2009

1/20/2009

1/22/2009

1/23/2009

1/24/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Mia Wright is our Host today. She will be interviewing Don Sumners – Harris County Tax Office. He stated that
“One of the questions asked most frequently is ‘What is the origin of the tax forms coming in the mail?’ There are
three different government agencies involved in calculating your tax bill:

1) The Harris County Appraisal District which values your property (a separate governmental organization);
2) The County Commissioners, or your City Council, which sets the tax rate at which the bill will be calculated; and
3) The Harris County Tax Office, or the Tax Offices in the County, of which there are over four hundred taxing

jurisdictions in Harris County.

The typical bill in the City of Houston will have four Harris County taxing units which are: The Harris County, the
Flood Control District, the Hospital District, and the Port of Houston.”
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Civic Affairs

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#571B

27:45 10:12 L PA/O 2/16/2009

2/17/2009

2/19/2009

2/20/2009

2/21/2009

10:30 AM

2:30 AM

2:30 AM

12:00 PM

2:30 AM

Mrs. Allen discussed changes with the congressionally-mandated transition from analog to digital format of
broadcasting television. Mr. Lee, from the FCC, explained that the new digital format allows for better broadcast
sound and picture quality. He noted that this only involves off-the-air broadcast reception by TVs without a digital
tuner. If you have not purchased a new TV in the past year or if you do not have cable or satellite reception, you
can get a digital converter box. A phone number and website for the FCC was announced so that viewers could get
more information on the digital TV transition.

Health

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#561A

27:45 12:40 L PA/O 2/29/2009 3:00 AM

Our Host today is Mia Wright. She is interviewing Dr. Grace Butler – Hope Through Grace. Dr. Butler conveyed to
us that “colon cancer is different than other cancers because it is preventable. It is predicted, by the American
Cancer Society, that there will be over 155,000 new diagnoses of colon cancer, and 35,000 deaths resulting from
this disease. This cancer can be prevented by screenings. Only 38% of people with insurance are getting
screened; and those without insurance are not likely to take money out of their pockets to get a screening. It is
recommended that screening begin at age 50, and age 45 for African Americans. Colon cancer does not always
have symptoms; but there are some symptoms that you should be aware of. They are: black, “tarish” stool;
bleeding from the rectum; constipation; and diarrhea over a period of time. Be aware of family history. A
colonoscopy screening is considered to be the gold standard test for the screening. We are trying to get education
into the hands and communities of those who are at risk. Our mission is the elimination of colon/rectal cancer
through prevention and early detection.”
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Substance Abuse

JOY IN OUR TOWN
#561B
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Mia Wright, Host, introduces the viewers to Hope Frances Rangel – Mothers Against Drunk Driving. Hope says:
“Unfortunately we have a lot of people still driving drunk in Houston and surrounding areas. Harris County happens
to be one of the deadliest counties for fatalities related to drunk driving crashes; number 1 in the state and number
3 in the nation. The reason that we have so many fatalities at the hands of drunk drivers are because drunk drivers
are not being held accountable and responsible. Statistics show that before a driver is pulled over the first time for
drunk driving, they have probably driven drunk about 83 times. One of the first things we can do is to tell people
not to drink and drive. We are working with a manufacturer to build a smart car that can detect whether a driver
has had too much to drink to be driving. It’s something that is a few years away; but it will stop some drunk
driving. We want to educate people about the consequences of driving drunk, and how it affects families. We are
also a victim services provider. We service families who have been impacted by this horrible tragedy to guide them
through each step they must take.”
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